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The McMinn County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, February 16,2009,
at 7:30 pm, in the Blue Room of the McMinn County Courthouse.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman David Crews.

I INYOCA TION

The Invocation was given by Commissioner Bob Powers.

3. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge to the Flag was led by Commissioner Scott Curtis.

4. ROLL CALL

Roll Call was taken by Evonne Hoback, McMinn County Clerk, as recorded:

Scott Curtis - Present
Dale Holbrook - Present

Jeannie King - Present
Roger Masingale - Present
Gary Mason - Present
Jerry Millsaps - Present
Bob Powers - Present
Jack Powers - Present

Tad Simpson - Present
Chairman David Crews - Present

5. APPROY AL OF MINUTES

Copies of the Minutes of the Regular Session on January 19,2009 were provided to the McMinn County
Commissioners.

MOTION made by Commissioner Holbrook, and seconded by Commissioner Millsaps, to approve the
Minutes of January 19,2009.

Motion carried by voice vote.

6. APPROY AL OF BIDS AND PURCHASES

A. A Resolution to Declare Items as Surplus Property.

Mr. Luallen presented the following resolution to declare items as surplus property:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-006

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE ITEMS AS
SURPLUS PROPERTY

WHEREAS, McMinn County has authority to declare items as surplus that are no longer deemed necessary or
adequate to properly perform the duties of county government as prescribed by law; and
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Resolution No. 09-006 (Cont'd)

WHEREAS, McMinn County desires to declare the attached list of items as surplus property and provide them for
sale by public auction; and

WHEREAS, McMinn County Highway Commissioner requests approval to declare the attached list as surplus.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF MCMINN COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION THIS THE 16TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2009, that this
Commission does hereby declare the attached list of items as surplus property.

(Orig signed by John M. Gentry)
McMinn County Mayor

Attest:

(Orig signed by Evonne Hoback)
County Clerk

Note: The Highway Department's Inventory of Items to be declared surplus property is attached to the original
resolution.

MOTION made by Commissioner Curtis, and seconded by Commissioner Bob Powers, to approve this
resolution.

Motion carried by voice vote.

7. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS

None.

8. APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Mr. Luallen requested approval of one budget amendment, a copy of which was provided to each
Commissioner.

Fund: General Fund # 101 Date: February 12,2009

DEPARTMENT ACCOUNT FOLIO DEBIT CREDIT

State of Tennessee Other Public Safety Grants 46290

Special Patrols Law Enforcement Equip- 54120-716
ment

648.00

648.00

EXPLANA TION: To enter remaining budget from FY 07 - 08 Byrne Grant.

MOTION made by Commissioner Mason, and seconded by Commissioner Millsaps, to approve this
budget amendment.
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Motion carried by roll call, as recorded:

Scott Curtis - Aye
Dale Holbrook - Aye
Jeannie King - Aye
Roger Masingale - Aye
Gary Mason - Aye
Jerry Millsaps - Aye
Bob Powers - Aye
Jack Powers - Aye
Tad Simpson - Aye
Chairman David Crews - Aye

9. SOUTHEAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT REGARDING 2009 CDBG APPLICATIONS ­
SUSAN GOLDBLATT

Ms. Susan Goldblatt, Planning Director, Southeast Tennessee Development District, referred to two
resolutions in the Commissioners' packets to approve matching funds for CDBG grant applications. The first
one concerns the City of Niota requesting grant funds from the State of Tennessee Department of Economic and
Community Development to assist with the cost of extending water lines to approximately 70 unserved, low and
moderate income McMinn County homes. She said that this is a resubmittal from last year and involves the
same roads except that this year they picked up four more houses on County Road 274 and two more houses on
County Road 271. The match this year is $125,000.00. She said she feels that this will have a better chance of
approval this year.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-007

MCMINN COUNTY WATER PROJECT MATCHING FUNDS
NIOTA WATER LINE EXTENSION CDBG PROJECT

WHEREAS, there are many residents of McMinn County on County Roads 271, 273, 274, 275,and
295 who are experiencing problems with unsafe and inadequate wells, and have requested assistance with
public water service; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the critical need for safe, potable drinking water, McMinn County has
established a water fund to assist with the extension of public water to their unserved citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City of Niota is requesting $500,000 in Community Development Block Grant funds
from the State of Tennessee, Department of Economic & Community Development, to assist with the cost of
extending water lines to approximately 70 unserved, low and moderate income McMinn County homes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Niota is requesting assistance from McMinn County to help with the
construction of the water lines and allow the city to reach as many homes as possible; and

WHEREAS, project engineers have estimated the cost of the water line extension project to be
$625,000; and

WHEREAS, McMinn County has agreed to provide the funds necessary to match CDBG applications
to extend water lines into unserved areas of the county, in order to encourage the extension of these important
uti Iities to county residents.

(Cont'd)
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF McMINN
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION THIS THE 16TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2009
that this Commission agrees to provide the twenty percent (20%) matching funds up to a maximum of$125,000
to assist with the extension of water lines to serve these homes; and

BE IT ADDITIONALLY RESOLVED that the McMinn County Commission, authorizes the Mayor to
enter into agreements and execute documents necessary to carry out the intent of this resolution, subject to the
approval of the grant by the funding agency.

(Orig signed by John M. Gentry)
McMinn County Mayor

Attest:

(Orig signed by Evonne Hoback)
County Clerk

MOTION made by Commissioner Mason, and seconded by Commissioner Millsaps, to approve this
resolution.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Ms. Goldblatt said that McMinn County is also eligible to apply and she was asked by the County
Mayor to look for the most competitive roads in McMinn County and added that they took recommendations
from all the utility districts. Ms. Goldblatt explained in detail what they had considered and she presented a
resolution (Resolution No. 09-008, 2009 McMinn County Waterline Extension CDBG Project and Matching
Funds) which will be considered later in this meeting. Mr. Gentry added that it is getting more difficult to put
projects together because it is so competitive and he expressed his appreciation to the Development District for
their assistance. Ms. Goldblatt concluded by telling the Commission that she will keep them abreast of the
stimulus and be back if there are any grants which can be applied for.

10. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

A. Comments by Senator Dewayne Bunch Conceming Legislative Matter.

Senator Bunch referred to a February 13, 2009 letter he wrote to Mayor Gentry and the McMinn County
Commission regarding a bill he has filed due to a request of several McMinn County citizens requesting that
McMinn County join other counties in Tennessee that have chosen to exempt their county from a general law
that sets forth standards for the county position of road superintendent. Counties that are exempt from the
general law are free to debate, determine and pass their own rules, statutes or laws to establish the necessary
guidelines for the position of county road superintendent. In researching this, Senator Bunch said it appears that
some special interests got together thirty years ago and created a panel which now has the power to determine
the standards of eligibility of candidates for office of road superintendent. Senator Bunch said it is not the
standards that are at issue here - the issue is who is going to determine what those standards are - Nashville or
local govemment? At least thirteen counties have decided that they want to set the standards and some citizens
in McMinn County have said that they want the debate to be brought forth. Senator Bunch said he feels this is
reasonable request and he has filed Senate Bill 428 which would exempt McMinn County from the current
statute. It would enable the County Commission to establish the standards as opposed to the State. Senator
Bunch is requesting guidance from the County Commission before the end of March on how they wish him to
proceed and reminded them that this is not about what the standards are - the issue is who decides what the
standards are. Senator Bunch reiterated that he filed this bill at the request of citizens.

(Cont'd)
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Former McMinn County Commissioner Joe Crabtree, who was in the audience, asked Senator Bunch to
tell them how many people actually approached him regarding this. Senator Bunch said that several people
came to him but added that he evaluates the proposal no matter how many people come to him. Mr. Crabtree
feels that it should matter how many request something and he challenged Senator Bunch to prove he was asked
by more than ten people. Senator Bunch said he has drafted bills based on one reasonable request and added
that if the citizens of McMinn County want the bill to go forward, it will, and if they don't want it to go
forward, it will not. He said he looks forward to feedback from the Commission as well as citizens.

11. RESOLUTIONS

A. Resolution - 2009 McMinn County Waterline Extension CDBG Proiect & Matching Funds

Mr. Gentry presented the following resolution to approve the CDBG grant application for the Riceville
Athens project as presented earlier in the meeting by Ms. Goldblatt.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-008

2009 MCMINN COUNTY WATER LINE EXTENSION
CDBG PROJECT & MATCHING FUNDS

WHEREAS, there are many residents of McMinn County on County Roads 63, 64, 114 and 130 who
are experiencing problems with unsafe and inadequate wells and have requested assistance with public water
service; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the critical need for safe, potable drinking water, McMinn County has
established a water fund to assist with the extension of public water to their unserved citizens; and

WHEREAS, McMinn County is requesting $500,000 in Community Development Block Grant funds
from the State of Tennessee, Department of Economic & Community Development, to assist with the cost of
extending water lines to approximately 88 unserved, low and moderate income McMinn County homes; and

WHEREAS, project engineers have estimated the cost of the water line extension project to be
$600,000; and

WHEREAS, McMinn County has agreed to provide the funds necessary to match CDBG applications
to extend water lines into unserved areas of the county, in order to encourage the extension of these important
utilities to county residents.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE McMINN COUNTY COMMISSION,
MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION THIS THE 16TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2009, agrees to provide 16.67%
matching funds up to a maximum of $100,000 to assist with the extension of water lines to serve these homes.

BE IT ADDITIONALLY RESOLVED authorizes the Mayor to enter into agreements and execute
documents necessary to carry out the intent of this resolution, subject to the approval of the grant by the funding
agency.

(Orig signed bv John Gentry)
McMinn County Mayor

Attest:

(Orig signed bv Evonne Hoback)
County Clerk
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MOTION made by Commissioner Bob Powers, and seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve
this resolution.

Motion carried by voice vote.

B. A Resolution to Approve the Location for the Construction of a Hazmat Unit Storage Facility.

Mr. Gentry said that we had the opportunity to establish a Hazmat team about 8 or 9 years ago and that it
has been primarily funded and equipped by Homeland Security grants. Mr. Gentry presented and explained the
following resolution to approve the location for the construction of a hazmat unit storage facility near or at the
McMinn County Airport. Mr. Gentry added that this was approved by the Airport Committee earlier this
evel11ng.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-009

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LOCATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A HAZMA T UNIT
STORAGE FACILITY

WHEREAS, McMinn County has been fortunate to have a HAZMA T team which is able to respond to
numerous types of hazardous materials spills and other safety risks to the general public, and has further
received thousands of dollars of Homeland Security funding to purchase equipment, response trailers, and
vehicles for HAZMA T operations; and

WHEREAS, the HAZMA T response trailers and vehicles are currently without adequate storage; and

WHEREAS, McMinn County has received a $20,000 grant to construct a HAZMA T storage facility for
the purpose of storage and protection of vehicles, trailers and equipment; and

WHEREAS, it has been requested by the HAZMA T team to have a storage facility constructed at or
near the McMinn County Airport due to its central location; and

WHEREAS, this storage facility would be constructed on the McMinn County Airport property in a
location not to interfere with normal airport operations or in conflict with the airport's current FAA approved
Airport Layout Plan, this property will include the property currently leased by TDOT from McMinn County on
which the former Drivers License Testing Center is located; and

WHEREAS, these potential building locations are subject to approval from TDOT and the Division of
Aeronautics.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED BY THE MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION THIS THE 16TH DAY OF February 2009, that a
HAZMA T equipment storage facility may be placed on McMinn County Airport Property, including the area of'
the former Drivers License Testing Center subject to TDOT approval and FURTHERMORE, approves the
County Mayor to execute the necessary documents to fulfill the intent of this resolution.

(Orig signed bv John M. Gentry)
McMinn County Mayor

Attest:

(Orig signed by Evonne Hoback)
County Clerk
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MOTION made by Commissioner Millsaps, and seconded by Commissioner Bob Powers, to approve
this resolution.

Motion carried by voice vote.

C. A Resolution to Honor Tom Mayfield, Civic Leader and Aviation Pioneer, with a Commemorative
Plaque at the McMinn County Airport.

Mr. Gentry presented the following resolution to honor Tom Mayfield, civic leader and aviation pioneer,
with a commemorative plaque at the McMinn County Airport, and Mr. Gentry added that we wouldn't have the
airport we have if it wasn't for Tom Mayfield. Mr. Gentry added that this was approved by the Airport
Committee.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-010

A RESOLUTION TO HONOR TOM MAYFIELD, CIVIC LEADER AND AVIA TION PIONEER, WITH A
COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE AT THE MCMINN COUNTY AIRPORT

WHEREAS, Tom Mayfield was one of the most prolific citizens in the history of McMinn County in
business, civic affairs, economic development, and aviation; and

WHEREAS, as an aviation pioneer, Tom Mayfield recognized the importance of aircraft for business
travel to obtain cutting edge technology and practices which he could apply to Mayfield Dairy, thereby
constantly growing the company into a dairy industry leader; and

WHEREAS, Tom Mayfield was one of McMinn County's most avid early aviators utilizing the family
farm as an airstrip ultimately preparing him to become a naval aviator; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the need for a larger and more sophisticated airport, Tom Mayfield was
instrumental in the establishment of the current McMinn County Airport; and

WHEREAS, on October 25,2008, Tom Mayfield passed away at the age of88: and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that Tom Mayfield be honored for his contributions to aviation in McMinn
County and his innovative use of aircraft in business with a commemorative plaque to be placed inside the
terminal building at the McMinn County Airport.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION THIS THE 16TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2009, that
this Commission takes pleasure in honoring the late Tom Mayfield, civic leader and aviation pioneer, with a
commemorative plaque in the McMinn County Airport Terminal Building.

(Orig signed by John M. Gentry)
McMinn County Mayor

Attest:




