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McMinn County Commission
Minutes - Special Called Session
February 19, 2007

The McMinn County Board of Commissioners met in Special Called Session on Monday, February 19,
2007, at 7:00 pm, in the Blue Room of the McMinn County Courthouse.

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Crews.

/
2. INVOCA nON

The Invocation was given by Commissioner Jack Powers.

3. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge to the Flag was led by Commissioner Dale Holbrook.

4. ROLL CALL

Roll Call was taken by Clerk Evonne Hoback, as recorded:

Scott Curtis - Present
Dale Holbrook - Present

Jeannie King - Present
Roger Masingale - Present
Gary Mason - Present
Jerry Millsaps - Present
Bob Powers - Present
Jack Powers - Present

Tad Simpson - Present
Chairman David Crews - Present

5. INTERVIEWS FOR SCHOOL BOARD VACANCY

Chairman Crews said that each candidate would be interviewed and the other candidates will leave the

room during this process. Chairman Crews asked each candidate to introduce themselves and discuss their
background and qualifications, to be followed by any questions from the Commission. The County
Commission was also provided a resume for each candidate.

A. Mr. Mike Gentry.

Mr. Mike Gentry, a retired teacher with 31 years experience, said he retired because of vision problems,
but added that these problems have since been corrected. Mr. Gentry has a bachelor's and master's degree as
well as many hours of additional education in curriculum administration. Mr. Gentry said he feels the operation
of the school system is a business - the business of educating students. He said he has had experience
managing other people's money as a member ofa teachers credit union board. He also said he is someone who
asks questions and he knows the importance of working well with the County Commission. He also discussed
changes that the Governor of Tennessee is making in the curriculum requirements, i.e. two years of a foreign
language, as well as an additional science and an additional math credit which will impact electives like drivers
education and vocational classes. Mr. Gentry said he would like to be part of the process of change so that our
students will be able to still take these elective classes and mentioned his earlier experience in beginning the
course that is now called Career Management Success. Because oftime limitations, Mr. Gentry was asked to
summarize his thoughts and he said we need to retain teachers and staff, work on grants, start an after school
tutoring program and better prepare our students. If elected, he said he would be a hands-on type of board
member, i.e. he would be visiting the schools, asking questions, and be willing to work with all groups
involved.




